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1-9 as received on 27/07/2000 with letter of 26/07/2000 
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2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



Claims, No.: 
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report.) 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-16 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1 -1 6 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-16 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
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V. Reasoned statement 

1 . Claim 1 relates to a method for breeding tomato plants that produce tomatoes 
with reduced fruit water content. The method involves crossing two Lycopersicon 
plants; growing and pollinating plants from the first generation of hybrid seeds 
produced by said cross; and growing plants from said pollinated seeds. Crossing 
of this sort is generally known, for example from the document "DATABASE 
BIOSIS [Online] BIOSCIENCES INFORMATION SERVICE, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
US; August 1998 (1998-08) BERNACCHI D ET AL: 'Advanced backcross QTL 
analysis in tomato. I. Identification of QTLS for traits of agronomic importance 
from Lycopersicon hirsutum. 1 Database accession no. PREV1 9980048021 8 
XP0021 49830 cited in the application & THEORETICAL AND APPLIED 
GENETICS, vol. 97, no. 3, August 1998 (1998-08), pages 381-397, ISSN: 0040- 
5752". This document deals with fruit colour and yield. 

The claimed method differs from that of D1 through the additional steps of: 

- allowing plants to remain on the vine past the point of normal ripening; and 

- screening for reduced fruit water content as indicated by extended preservation 
of the ripe fruit and wrinkling of the fruit skin. 

These differentiating features are not suggested by the available prior art: the 
other document cited in the search report("DATABASE CAB [Online] CAB 
INTERNATIONAL, WALLINGFORD, OXON, GB; an 86:68394, 1984 GOLIAS, J.: 
•Resistance of tomato cultivars to fruit cracking ' XP002 149829") assesses tomato 
fruit for their resistance to compression and cracking and for their water 
absorption. 

The benefits of the claimed method are indicated on page 3, lines 1 1-19 of the 
application. 

It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 meets the requirements of Article 33 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

2. Claims 2-14 concern preferred embodiments of the method of claim 1 , and are 
likewise allowable. 
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3. Claim 15 concerns a tomato fruit capable of natural dehydration while on a tomato 
plant, natural dehydration being defined as wrinkling of skin of the tomato fruit 
when the fruit is allowed to remain on the plant after a normal ripe harvest stage, 
said natural dehydration being generally unaccompanied by microbial spoilage. 

Claim 16 concerns a tomato fruit having an untreated skin permitting dehydration 
of the fruit so as to obtain wrinkling of the skin, said dehydration being generally 
unaccompanied by microbial spoilage. 



For reasoning identical to that provided with respect to claim 1 , the subject matter 
of claims 15 & 16 also meets the requirements of Article 33 PCT. 
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[ | the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
1 Authority (Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
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the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of Invention is lacking (see Box il). 



With regard to the title, 

[X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

U the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

|~X"| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



| | as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

f J because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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